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t this Sermon! fince 
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| 0; Th I mew Pe in m 
adicatian ; 15 at all ah 4 may Ha 
Copa , that notwit andjng the ſtran 
ag and 9 855 made co ohne s it, 5 kf 
warigh 11 1450 and ontain'd 3 Do- 
ri ly very prejudicial both to Chirch and State, 
t that contains no other Dot ine, than 
Fas taugt t by ou Saviour and bis Apoſtles,” by 
e Primitive Church, and the Eſtablire 


hurch of . 


xt had ſaid that the Prieſt 125 bſolve FAY 
Piel ly, and pardon Sins by his own Authority, 
hat he might remit the Sins of the Impenitenr, 
x retain thoſe of the Penitent, then indeed 7 
5 ation Jad been juſt, and Ihad been guitty 

trine, Br. if I had tafk'd A Con- 
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be PaErAcE. 
Prieft, or allow d- that a Prieſt might gi 
Tolution i upon A Mars bare Confeſfion, c 
going a Pilgrimage, or N a Sum of m0 
to ſome Pious or Hef able Uſe or doing y 
other thing preſcribed to him, which he ni 
do without being really and 51 Penitey 
then had the Acc of e been juſty 
&afrgntgble., „ae Ar. og 
t n = # wh 
bath left Power to his Church, to 22 "Is 
25 who iruly repent aud believe in bim, is 
arch teaches in the very Words of our Li 
jo ſhe Office for viſiting the Sick ; I am 
10 15 it hard to have this call d Popith ) 
ie, fince it is a Doctrine eftabliſh'd both! 
2 bebe and or Parliaments, andh 
"ard fubſcrihd to by al the Biſhops and Pa 
of the Church of Engl So that thoſe w 
condemn i rine as Popiſh, condemn 
. only me, but all the Prelates and inferior Mai 
1 ꝗ— of this Church, who. have ſubfcribd i 
: Tame, and are bound to maintain it. | 


As to what I have ſaid of the Power of 
_ taining Sins, I refer my ſelf to the Rubrick k 
fore the Office for the Holy Communion, whe 
the Prieſt has Power given him, to repel nota 
. Ous evil Livers from that Sacrament; and to i 
Fractice of all our Biſhops in their Eccleſl aſti 
Courts. This Right of the Church, to real 
the Sins of the obRtinartly Impenitent, by lac 
. Eluding them from the Communion of f 
- Church, as been fully maintain d and nine 
2.37. 5 : 
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Fhe: Pr ICR. 
heJudicious ind. Learned Dr, Pater inthis 
ellen Diſtiurſe' of 'Churth-Gouernmient; > 
p 30. Second Edit. Oc. > To which 
1 refer the Reader, for his further s _ 
on in that — Oh ne 1 oo 
Nie: 117 25 78 7 28 $ 1 
a tne 8 ei this 
mon, of it to theiHreſs, a8 it now is. 
if ever I ſhoud ſee Occaſion to 
hliſn' it, to have taken ſome more Pains about 
alid.to have explain d and clear'd ſome Paſ- 
s, and indeed to have enlarg'd it to a jiht 
5 miſe: Bat aſter it had made ſuch Noiſe mn 
World, and. been'cried out upon as Popiſy, 
I was thereby ford cpi it in my 
n Defen oA Vindication of my ſelf from 
h au unjuſt Afperſion 3 N was not then at 
rty to 2 or amend any Part of it, but 
gd to publiſti it as 1 pꝓreached it, that no 
m might take Occafion t᷑o ſay, That though 
Sermon I printed was not Popiſh, yet that 
ich I preached was ſo. And to ſatisfy all 
'Wo1s then the printed Sermon is the very frog 
ad for Word, unt that which was preach'd, | 
Manuſcripe i is ſtill preferved by the Hoc - 
7,” who is ready to give any. Man leave to 
hpare them lr think it worth his 
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Now becauſe the Sermon was too Jong to obs 
ach'd at: one time, in thoſe Places where I 
ched but ond Part of the Day, I omitted 
| f t which: — between two — 6 
q om 
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ons might haue as much Comfort by this er- 


Toe Pazvics: 


be Montaniſts and the Novatian Hereticks 
4 (like our Modern Separatiſts) would Ab- 
none But the Donatiſts and Audiani (like 

of Rome) aſſumed to themſelves an Abſo- 
Power, while the Church of England ( as 
Primitive Catbolick Church was wont) goes 4 
lle way, and neither Alſolves any Abſolutely 
er own Power, nor yet denies to Abſolve in 
t Name, thoſe who are truly Penitent, and 
eit: And doubtleſs, if Men were not 2 
ced by Evil Principles, our ſick and dying 


t part of the Office, as the Chriſtians of old 
d init: And if they rightly knew the Benefit 
eof, and were duly prepared for it; nothing 
— fi them, fr 4 cheerful Paſage out 

s World. | 
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ben 5 Tj us to them again, Pikes ny" 
anto'you. As my Father bath ſent 12 
even Jo ſend I. . 
when he had 7 ſaid thi, be breathed as 
them,, and . ſaith unto them, Receive Je 
the Dot ly Ghoſt. 7 li: | 

boſe e Sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them, and whoſe 1 Sins ye re- 


tain, they are retained. 


H EN our bleſſed Saviour had complea- 
ted our Redemption by his Death and 
Reſutrection, and had appear d to Mary 
alen and others, who by his Order had ac- 
* the Apoſtles wich it; He vonchſafed to 
ke them a Vik himſelf the yery _ Day at 

EE B Even, 


2 
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10 4A 8E Mon 
Even, at ſuch time as * were print 


e e derer din, one w 
33. ther what Was 

: ſult where they might ſeek h 
learn who had ſeen him, and who had not Nat 


ES rh they had ſhut os Doors for Fear oft 


Tr 1 Pen: in 45 a 
ven t the Algearight 
— 5 — Handi and his "ful? 
ſatisfy them that he was qeally the ſame Perl 
_ Maſter whom they had —.— Crucified. At 
ndin vingid that it wasHe hin 
ſelf, Sed BY, "Apphtain 15 that t 
were rejoyced at the ſight of — He then n 
only gave them again the 5 of Peace, h 
_ alſo a mo maps om Air gn As myl 
ther, & c. well does th COR on gin 
| 35 this tine, ſer forth Chriſt's rea Love and tn 
er Cate of us . chat as ſooh'as be had arc 
pliſhe#his own ReſyrrtRion,, he "rock immelis 
dare to provide a Means, by which we pug l 
alſo, fram the Death of Sin IR of Rig 
d dee reouſneſzꝭ Ma could mbt-fb dauer 


I 81 git before is eath, becauſe i 
bb Foy 


en be had not ma 10 0 ering 
Vis 4 


Heb. ix. 22. Sin. For till then, bl 

Mic 4, Thee 1 pubieb there m femiſſen 

19; refore | it is that this Power was pr 

i. 18. WR) before, *bur- not given: till 0 

Bur haring wade a full Atonement. 

the Sins of the * we a judged it expedia 

immediately to give his Apoſtles a Commiſion, 

oy his Ambaſſadors, to teconcfle Sinnes 

bor“ v. God, committing unto them the Word of 8 

19. nes nen. From the Words of the Tt 
therefore I will ſhew you, 

- Fab, That our Saviour did leave with his Ai 

les, a Power to remit or retain Sins. 
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: on Ramiſſar of Sins. © 213 
udn, That this Power was, tranſmitted by 
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22 97 1 will bew you [vine our artet 
leave wich his Apoſtles a Power to retnit of 
ain Sins; 54 That! is, to paring or forgive Sins, 0 
to bind them more cloſely, ſo as the Siun 
uld not be hed eee in, or mere by 
dd, till a had d bim alſo. This Power 
crefore in othe 85 es (for jt is ſpoke of more 
n once in the H I) called the Power of 
g end laofing, or Fe Poor of the Keys, | 
us upon St. Pgter's Confeſſion of Cbriſt, Matt, xvi, 
3 him to be the Son of 16. 
he did in che Name 
2 1 done, but of all the reſt, (for the 
teftion, Hans ſay qe chat Tam? Was put to all the 
ciples) our Saviour promiſed to him, and 20 
n to the reſt, ſa eie I will give unto 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven : Aud Ver. 19. 
ben ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall le 8 
hy M berſo in Earth, 
* be laſed in Hauen. And a little after by 
another, occaſion to repeat and re- 
w his Promiſe to all, whom he ſhould Maxt,xvitit 
point to-be/Goxernours of his Church, 12. 
jg, Verily, I ſay unto. gau, whatſpever apt 
ay nc Fare, ſhall be bound in Heaven ; td 
ye fhal loſe on Earth, hel Iſl in Hee: 
And hang Gs re Om Gaſes! to give this 
er to his Apoftl 115 aftef his Res 
— he inveſt BY wit It, ſaying in ch 


ua tht: Tow 47 f Hrn for 5 1 


A 15 a. Saunen 0 
fend 15 In : Phaſe Heber Sint ye "remit, they are 
unto t whoſe ſagver alba Fer A are retain 
Tr be derlawhits fo olemn manner Chriſt vel 

Apoſtles with this Power, it m 'Eonvincen 

hat theſe were 'not Words of Com E, but of gr; 
eight and Moment; intended for- the perpen 
Benefit of his Church; that Church which th 
Were to gollect and ſettle in all Nations. He tui 
romiſed this Power” (as I have ſhewed you)h 
are he veſted the end * it: And hen he didn 
ae with it, * a'very ſfolemn/manner. 

„He diele em with 4. Repetition of | 
kits alucatioin, Kak „Peace be unte you : Intin 
ting by this K of his Bleſſing, that t 
Salutation was 0 def gn'd as a meer civil Ca 
plement, at his fiſt Ap pedrance unto them, but ch 
he really deſign d, 101 ball would beſtow un 
them more cha 4 common Favour. 

| Secondly, Having, as St. Murtber it 
ww S us, acquainted t em, that Al 7 
2 Gy Va, given unto bim in Heaven all 
ee, Earth, conſequently that he had | 
af  Tulncieat to give her as large a Com 
ſipn as . pleaſed, he then lets them know that 
would give chem as full Power and Authorin . 
is.Ghurch as they, could defjre, and that i : b 

uld be his Dep at and Vicegererits, to a0. 
his ſtead. As my bath fent me, ſays be, 
ſend 1 yau. | The lache Power which my Father 
commited to me, the ſame do I now confer uf 

u, whom 1 reg to act lk Nr 
My urs 15 e 1 
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In the Aan Place, heilte Item thait He. en in 
cularly commits to them that Power, which 


. and $A which he tad: To. ift 
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on Remiſſin of Sins. 13 
iſelf exercis d here on Earth to for- \ * N Þ 
e Sins: And that as the Sem of Man: Matt. ir. 6. 

Power on Zarth to forgive Sim, ſo 
\uld they, and therefore he ſays to them, M boſt 
e fins ye mit, they are remitted unte them ; and 

ſr ſever ſins ye ritain, they are retained. Vun wan 
ind can we think that all chis Form, this So- 
nity, this Circumſtance was for nothing ? Did 
pretend to grant à Power which he did not 

lly give? Did he ſo directly, and in ſuch 
in Words: ſay, Whoſe ſuever fins. ye remit, they are 
el; and whoſe ſoever ſins yt retain, they are retain- 
and yet did they receive no Power thereby to 
it and retain Sins? It may ſeem very ſtrange, 
perhaps ſound harſh, And uncouth in your 
„ that any Men how Great, how Good, or 
Holy ſoever, ſhould have the Power to for- 
e Sins. ¶ It is a Doctrine you have been ſo lit- 
asd to Rear, that I have juſt. Cauſe to fear I 
have great Prejudices to conquer, before ſhall 
idle to convince you of the Truth of it.) 

dwever, ſince it is a true Chriſtian Doctrine, 
oarine moſt plainly deliver ' d in the Goſpel by 

Saviour himſelf, in three ſeveral Places, as I 
e ſnew'd you ; it is very convenient that you 
uld know and underſtand it. And if you have 
been us'd to hear it preach'd, it is the more 
eſſary that T ſhould preach it to you now; for 
my Duty, as of all Paſtors and Miniſters of 
Church, To declare unto pon all the __ . 

il of God; and to keep back nothing . * 27. 
g can be more profitable: than to teach you 
ere, how, and from whom, you are to receive 
viſſion of your Sins. ed u fa} 312 
„oa may perhaps, as the Scribe did, 

in your Hearts, and ſay, Aby derb Marc. its 6. 
Man thu: [peak Blaſphemies ? Moon, 
| forgive 
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14 „nu. NANO FLY 
forgive fins but God any ? But I-defire- you to 
Ader, That God only cam forgive Sins 
he can and may forgive them in ſuch Manner 
by ſuch Methods as himſelf pleaſes. And it un 
bo 2 moſt high Preſumptiot in us: to tell ( 
how, and in hat manner Heis, or dught to! 
give us. Are we to chooſe tho Means for Hin 
which He ſhould pardon us? Are we to preſey 
Rul6s to Him, and ſay we: ganggt accept] 
Pardon, unleſs you give it immadiately your 
und not by the Miniſtration of Man ? If wel 
deen Rebellious againſt our Prince, and he (; 
us a Pardon by one of his Servants, ſhall we 
chankfully receive it? It is 1. * only Golf 
forgive Sins, but he May, if he ſees fit, fr 
them by the Miniſtry of Man And if beg 
Power and Command ment to bis Miniſt ers, 
— — ro his People being Penitent, the Abſolu 
emiſſion: of thai Sins ; ſhall the-Peaple: think 
receive nd Pardon, becauſe, God does not 
nounce this Abſolution to them himſelf 2 If 
pute a Man to act in my Name, that Man's 
perform'd according to my Deputation, ſhalt 
doubtedly bind me: If I gaye him .Commiſiulthe 
releaſe a Debt, his Receipt is my Diſcharge. | 
I have obliged my {lf to ratify and confirm it 
therefore God commits 2 Power to his Mini 
to forgive Sins, he binds himſelf to ratify ande 
fnrm chat Abſolution which they pronounce, 29 
able to the Commiſſion he has given them. Ms; 
therefore though the Declaration of this Puch 
or Forgiveneſs, which we call by the Nam; h 
Abſolution, be not only pronounced, but pay by 
larly apply'd to particular Perſons, by Men Wi by 
our ſelves, yet being done by. God's Commilrn | 
who gives them this Authority, it is , reaſonabWwn 
ſhould have the ſame Effect, as if He did it by eo © 
ſelf immedia tex. Pals. 
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on:Renuſſion of Sins. 15 
as God may give Commiſſon to Man f 
n, ſo may he give: him a 1 
r ntais them: For God may grant Commiſ- 
as large 4c He pleaſes; zhere is n Authority 
riour.to! is, to:: lit him inwhutſgeven he 
5s to do Therefore as he may give Power 
Man ito dechiro another Hins te be par- 
% uponi dus: Teſtimciii es af Repentancę, fo 
ay ive-him:Polwer 1101 ane get oy 
e that they:thail* not be pardan d, till ich 
eſtimonies of Repentaner are given He 
give him Hower to with. hold: from him all 
» Pledges iof / hi Love which he has given, as 


(| cans and Afflrances of his good Will to w. 
che Sinner, «bus Hebarr'd from the Means of 
e, mallbe alſo thereby dehartrd from the Hopes 


ory, f God have ſeen fir eo give ſuch Power 
Wan.” That. God may pommirifuch! 4 Power to 
ö Perſons at he ehfinks ſit to Commiſſion, a be 
t oputies or Vicegerents, i think, indiſpu- 
. For if he hath Power to appoint Subſti- 
boo act for him, (which I think cannot be 
ond: For ho: ſhall ſay unto Him, what 
chou ?) Then may he give theſe Subſtitutes 


rge a Power as he ſees expedient ; ſo that I 
nothing can be plainer, than chat God can 
ſuch. Power to Men if he pleaſes. And if he 


a zire this Power to any: Sett of Men, yet {till 
e properly enough ſay, That none can for- 


ur God en] fince none can forgive them, 
uch as he Commiſſions to it, and in ſuch man- 
$ his Commiſſion directs them: And what is 
by his Commiſſion, may truly be ſaid to be 
by himſelf. And if he does not ratify and 
m what is done in this Caſe, — to 
wn Order and Appointment, he may ſeem 
to conſult his Honour, which we doubt not 
always anduce him to maintain, and lupport 

is 
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his Servant in iche Execution aſ his own 05 
But owe know henis unchangeable, and why 
Has ſaid he will ſtand by; nor ſuſſer his Auth 

to be affromed im the meaneſt ofiMiniſters, 
©: Feonctivertherefore, chat nothing more ren 
for me to Uo; chan to: ſatisfy; you, That Gol 
actually given ſueh awAuthority-tochis Micigh 
And if he hath done do;:this A ity Cannd 
taken from them, nor ougii it to he denied i 
Although none ram faugive Slia dur, God only. Fi 
He thinks fit to forgive Sins by the. Mini 
Man; cho can ſay uit is unfit or daarea ſonable, 
Fonie- Men ſhouldihave ſuck Pawer:? Now! 
*0 e191. 5JEarthits forgive Sits, even as he 
*Mar, ti. 10. Man, it moſt evident; for he wia 
31/21 ..-.: oy Mirnclero:comvimcetheunbelis 
Scribes, That the Sow:of Man bad) Power on E 
forgive Sins. Rnduchen all Pdweriwas given id 
both in -Heaven aha Earth; aſter he had triumpWnc 
oyer Death by a Glorious Reſurrection, and 
ready to aſcend into Heaven, toi take Paſſch 
of his Kingdom there, That his Church might, 
ſuffer in his Abfence for want of Paſtors and Mt 
vernours to take bare of it, he committed al 
Power and Authotity, as Head of the Church: 
his Apoſtles. This the Text expreſſy ſhews th 
my Father ſent me, ſays Chriſt, ſo fend I you 
he had ſaid, with the ſame: Power and Authog no 
that my Father ſent me into the World to cal 
tute and goverm my Church; I. ſend you and iir 
Succeſſors, I make you my Vicars or Deputis 
act in my Name, and my Stead, and give 04 
Spiritual Power and Authority. directive and 
ctve, which is neceſſary to your Office and Ciu 
in gathering, fixing and governing: Churches 
to the End of the World; and whatſoever 5 
and. Authority ye have ſeen me exerciſe, that 


on Remiſſon of Sins. bo. 
exerciſe alſo: Since then he gave the Apoſttes 


that Power and Authority which he himſelf 
x veſted” with, by the Father with Relation 


the Church; (for if he did not veſt them with 


ch Authority, he could not ſend them as 
was ſent by the Father, Who gave 


„ be the Head over all things to the Epheſ. ii. 22, 


urch) and ſince he himſelf fo clearly IE, 
nonftrated, That he had Power on Earth to for- 
ſins ; we might very reaſonably infer from 
nce, Thar the Apoſtles who were veſted with 
| his Power, as he was zhe Son of Man, ſhould alſo 
re this Power to forgive ſins, I ſay, this would 
but a very fair natural Inference, ſuppoſing 
had actually ſaid no more to them, than, As 
Father hath ſent me, ſo (end I you. However, to 
e away all Doubt, and prevent all Diſputes on 
s important Subject, (for Remiſſion of Sins is the 
d of our Redemption; the End for which Chrif 
ie into the World) he thought convenient to let 
m know by expreſs Words, that he had conferr'd 
Power upon them, ſaying, Whoſe ſoever ſins ye 
it, they are remitted unto them ; and whoſe ſoever ſins 
retain, they are retained. And I would fain know, 
what Words it was poſſible for him to veſt them 
th this Power, in a more plain and expreſs man- 
than he has done in theſe ? And ſhall we yer 
bt, Whether he gave them Power to remit Sins 
not?! | 2 
ind we find that the Apoſtles, after this Com- 
lion was confirmed to them by the Deſcent 
the Holy Ghoſt, on the Day of Pentecoſt, conceiv'd 


bad this Power and Authority to remit, or re- 


ſims, and that they preach d Repen- 
e and Remi ſſion of Sins in the Name of Act. il. 38. 
if. And as they preach'd, ſo alſo they 

ized in the Name of Feſus Chriſt for the Remiſſion of 
„ Bur you will ſay, - all chat is 1 


i - i 


_” SEANGN: 10 


595 * file's? Power Ry forgive pins / There Nee 
5 5 much to häng be 5 50 ro 25 this: 
Body. Fic that. chey Preadh4 
Alte t is 1 e Wt that pret 
to believe the „that me Ot oftles mig 
£ . 4 0 al People, and 5 Repen 
2 2 I converted, 1545 our ons may bel 
; ed rt: And that W 1 Men gaved 
e 1 Heir Me And Repentance, f 
t baptize them ut 2 5 not any of 
5 do this 3s om le 25 4 , May | 
Man ay. to Another, Kc, and 
12 f e . e en Ka 
n,to whom his Words .are ſaid” by any Mt 
Ta rent, and 1s . ſhall not his Sins 
for iven him a as ffecually, as if he had been! 
ed. by the! reathing ol an Ap. tle : ? In anſi 
.chis,, L mall tell you, That altho” theſe War 
bo. and 115 pointy and you? J fins Thall be for 
Jou, ATE. eaſily 1a19,.and might in ine firſt Aga 
che Church, or af? ind Time ſince, pe laid 95 
rige Chriſtian, © as. yell, as an Apoſtle, yet neil 
e ſaying this, nor the Converſion, "of the i) 
5 upon the heating of it, could blot ou ie 
Sins: It qualify/d him indeed to. receive Reni 
on of dins, bor 1 85 Vere not there remin ien 
but by his Fail che e Which Oo 
hirſelt 1 was pleaſed to inſtitute for the Remi 
of Sins : 2 2 no =_ be 4 3 admi 
ſtred hy none but the, Apoſtles, or. Juch as d 
Common Ff d fot that Pur oſe. I fay V. effec 
Ydwinfred, becauſe, though any Man could 
form the. Ceremony,” either © Dipping, 
Pouririg Water on the: Perſon to be Baptiz'd, 1 | 
he had no Commiſhon ſo.to'da, inſtead. of m 
ting Sins thereby, he would rathet᷑ add to the Wei 


of them, and profane this Divine Een 5 
kringdene: y art Apifite, or by On W Mit 
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n. Earth, who ſaid to the ſick Ma 
Mar. ii. 3. the Goſhel, Ty fins are forgive | 
And foraſmuch as he was ſent by C 
.eyen as Chriſt himſelf. was ſent by the Father, 
had received ſuch Authority, that. whoſe ſor 
Sins he remitted, they were remitted unto them, no du 
but when upon this Man's Repentance; he forgafire 
him his Sin in the Perſon of Chrif,; chat Mans 
was actually forgiven him. The Man's Repenta 
indeed qualified him to be forgiven, but it wa 
Apoſtle that did forgiye him. Which certainly 
would not have done, if he had not known that. 
Lord had given him Power and Authority to  r 
mie ns. h e % 1 5 
Thus then it is evident from the Holy Scriptun 
that the Apoſtles conceiv'd themſelves to be ve 
with an Authority to remit or pardon Sins. TI 
becauſe out of the Church of Chriſ there is nol 
miſſion of Sins; therefore, in order to remit Wer, 
Sins of thoſe whom they converted, they fir 
mitted them into the Church, by Baptizing the 
and waſhed away their Sins by that Sacrames 
And when Men fell into Sin after Baptiſm, rds 
then authoritatively pronounced the Remiſhon| 
Sins, to ſuch as they found Penitent, ſaying, I 
give, or abſolve thee from thy Sins in the Perſon of Cini 
or to that Effect. So that I conceive nothing 
be plainer from their Practice, than that they Mis | 
Power on Earth to forgive Sins. And the T6 
aſſures us, That whoſe ſoever ſins they remitted, ' 
were remitted unto ous And when they judge 
neceſſary not to adminiſter the Sacrament ot 
tiſin to any Man, or to deny him Abſolution Cor 
Sins committed after Baptiſm, that Man's Sins wen, 
not forgiven ; for fo ſays the Tet, Whoſe ſri lea 
fins je retain, they are retained, * J 
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hey alſo remitted Sins by Adminiſtration 
the, other Sacrament, calfd the Lord's Supper, 
ich we find the Apoſtles frequently adminiſtreq, 
thereby forgayethe Sins of ſuch-penitent Chri- 
8, as faithfully received the ſame at their Hands. 
by the Adminiſtring that Sacrament, they gave 
very faithful Receiver the Blood of, Mos 

ww Teſtangent, which was ſhe, ? "ra _ | 
| forthe remiſpov of fins. Thus by che 
nitration of theſe Sacraments, and the Abſolu- 
given to Penitents, they remitted their Sins: 
| by with-holding them from the Impenit 
retained their Sins. Thus far then, 1 — fe 
uſt be granted, that the Apoſtles Power to remir 
retain Sins, might, and did actually reach. 
ut the Apoſtles exerciſed this Power yet fur- 
in the various Puniſhments'and: Corrections 
ch they inflicted on obſtinate Offenders. Thus 
Peter ſaid to Simon Magus, when he ara L 
red Money for the Gift of the Ho- Act. viii. 20. 
hoſt. Thy Money periſh with the -- 
bat neither Part nor Lot in this Matter. By which 
ds he plainly cut him off from the Church, in- 

ich he had been baptized by Philip, and from 
he Spiritual Benefits belonging to it: Thereby 
lining or binding his Sin upon him till he ſhould 
ily his Repentance. So alſo St. Paul TA 
is own Apoſtolick Authority, tho* 1 Cor. v. 5. 
nt, yet in the Name of Chriſt or- a 
d the inceſtuous Corinthian to be ſeparated from 
Church, and delivered to Satan for the deſtruction 
„ Fleſh. And both the Perſon offending, and 
Corinthians alſo were ſo well ſatisfied, that this 
tence of the Apoſtle was ratified or confirmed 
eaven, that he expected no Forgiveneſs there 
he had St. Pauls Pardon alſo, and 
tore having duly teſtified his Re- 2 Cor. ii. 10, 
ance, his Brethren at Corimtbdeſfir'd 
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| HApoſthes hy 
Jew ral 2 they e 4a. e no Cory 
mente, 


A which” t had” was i} 
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eaven, 1 — 7 7 ot: at all. 

The! eople 28 knew, that our SIbur hadf 
them the Keys" f the” "Kingdom Heaven, and 
whatſoever was hund by them on Earth, was bun 
Heaven; 2 er s they retained” here, wen 
tained there Selene moft- juſtly fe 
this Rod, more can any Temporal Puniltt 
whatſoever. If che 1 retàined their 
they had juſt Reaſon to be fatisfied that God wi 
never forgive. them. For Chriſt having given 
Apoft ie. this Power i in the Words of the Ter, 
engaged by his own Promiſe, to ratify and! 
rm their entence, being iven according 00 
Rules preſcribed in bis Goſpel : And therel 
e ſhould not bind in Heaven what they bouns 


Earth, he might ſeem ro make void his own 
nul 


en Remifſon of r. 08 


n. Wherefcke it was in vain for any one ſo 
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If therefore e l Sins in _ 
rding:to 15 own 4 
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bound on Ear Hart 
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najatain his o ance. - And I ſay tis 

ſacy hey. 808 6 ed by che Perſon — 

them; 
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N 12 s my i Yen, cannce 
0 that ir 0 
the re 1 is à Promiſe that it ſhall — — 


Fn, her t who oe —— 
aul, Shy a not to be looſed by St. Peter, or by 
„ tho alſo had preached at Corinth, but 
. Paul him fe f who had bound him. And when 
d looſed him, he had no Reaſon longer to 
1 lian, but that he was nee, r 
faichful Promiſe for it. 
us I truſt I have ſhew'd vou, and I hope bb. 
d you too, that the Apoſtles conceiv'd them- 
sto be veſted, wich a Power of remitting and 
ning Sins. And exerciſed it not only in the 
ſtration of the. Word and Sacraments; but alſo 
ſting out nocorious and obſtinate Offenders, 
the Communion of the Church, and not re- 
ng them . il ar bad reftified their 
ntanctde. 
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-and Sacraments: For as I ſhew'd you, it was byt 

Ordinances that the Apoſtles remitted Sins: 

Sins are remitted b 4 by thee Sacred Tnftitutions, 6 
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Was not a Pe Em ted pe 
to the Apoſt les, bat SE 058 0 9252 Luce 
this, as well 25 the other Parts of their Office. 
as St. Matthew tells us, our Savio 
late axy i. 1 | miſed to be with them alway: eu 
33. 1 © 70 the end of the World. Beſides, 
Power was noctbcbntihue! in the Church tothe 
of the World, then neither the Miniſtry of hel 


to this Day, or elſe they muſt have loſt their 
mitive Nature, and the very End for which 
were inſtituted.” And if the Commiſſion hold ¶ ce 
as to one part of it, it muſt do ſo in the other 
alſo; therefore if Biſhops and their Presbyte, 

ſtles have a Right to pu 
Sins, by the Miniſtration of the Word and $ 
ments ; they muſt have a Right to pardon then 
Abſolution, and to retain them all by Excon 
nication, or other Spiritual Cenſures, as the 
ſtles had; and their Cenſures are alſo ratife 
Heaven, 2s thoſe of the Apoſtles were, ſo tu er 
Power on Earth can releaſe thern, but only bet 


bound them. And that the Church always ou 


ceiv'd her felf to be veſted with this Author 
evident from the Hiſtory of the Church in all 
from the Apoſtles Days to this Time. The nn 
of the Church, from the moſt early Ages to the- 
are moſt convincing Evidences, that all the f. 
who made -thofe- Canons, were of this Opii la 
For all thoſe Canons, tho made by ſeveral Maag 
diſtant Ages, and diſtant Places; are ſo many 1 


monies of this Power of binding and looſing .; 


ners, being many of them, only ſo man ny Rule 


een * and the ir Presbyters in the ſc anhin 
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ve, W nearen to s 
ind whoſe Writings have — 5 po 
ts, 5, have raken notice of this Power. It would 
e. Medio ba ee ere you the Particulars of what they 
our 


ry came into the World," re- 
| ro this Ai ori cy 6f binding and looſing, by 
i and' rotdining Sins, in that manner às St. 
[did by che Te — Corintbian, whom he de- 
rd to ＋ for the Deſttuction of the Fleſh, 
alter freed! From thar Bond, that his Spirit 
the ſaved in the Day of the Lord Feſer; which 
now call by the Name of hrs ol Ce ſaves; Pe- 
e and Abſalution. = 1255 
owever, I cannot fotbear to give you one In- 
ce of the Exerciſe of this Power, on one of the 
aceſt of the Romas Emperors, becauſe it is men- 
'd and approv'd by our Church, in the ſecond 
ofche Homily of the Right Uſe of the Church. 
:the Great, who was Empe- Via vie. 
el of Rome, having been moſt highly 5 8 
oed by the Inkadleancs of Theſſs A — 
a, who had ttimulruoufly murder d Theod. 
of his Generals, iſſued out a ſevere | 
er for their Puniſhment, which was executed 
u che utmoſt Rigour. For the Officers who were 
inted to ſee this Execution done, came, as ie 
fpeaceably to the City, and having invit 
Udabitants, co all appearance in a friendly 
nner, to ſee ſome fine tho ows, which they pre- 
ed chey would exhibit to them: Having got- 
by this Means a great Multitude into che Circ, 
Placeerected for publick Shows and Sports, they 
ughe a Band of Soldiers upon them, and put 
to the Sword, without Diſtinction of Age or 
; and going into the City alfo, ſlew all they 
Id find, whether Strangers or Inhabitants; ſo 


t in the ſpace of three Hours my _— d Seven 
D Thou- 
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FThouſand Perſens; The greateſt part of whid 
far, were, without Diſpute, wholly innocent 
Crime. St. Ambroſe, Who was then Biſhop of 
-lan,.the Place where the Emperor at that ting 
Aided, (tho then abſent for à little while) e 
the Nes of this Maſſacre, which: was mad 
- bis Order, immediately wrote him a; Letter, 
preſenting to him the Heinoulſneſs of his Crim 
- ſhedding ſo much innocent Blood, and for hi 
Ving not taken proper Methods, to diſtinguil 
Innocent from the Guilty. And when the Er 
ror came to Millan, and would have come int 
Church thete; St. Ambreſe met him at the Pat 

and ſpoke to him in this manner. It is very] 
< bable, O Emperor, that you know not 
great the Slaughter is that you have made, 
FI that you have not, ſince your Anger has 
4 pacified, conſider d the Fact you have commit 
c For your Imperial Majeſty, perhaps ſuffer; 
© not to acknowledge the Fault, and your Po 
*-darkens your 3 But we ought to conk 
how frail and wayering our Nature is, aut 
© ways to bear in mind, that we muſt returnto 
© Duſt from whence we ſprung : Neither f 
* you be ſo far deceived by the Splendour ol 
« Purple, as not to know the Weaknels of f 
< Body. which it covers: Alſo, that thoſe who 
* commanded by you, partake of the ſame 
© ture with your ſelf, and are in that reſpet j 
© Fellow - Servants. For there is one Lord 
King of All, which is God the Creator of 
e Univerſe. With what Eyes then will you | 
cc towards the Temple of him, who is Lord ol: 
6 With what Feet will you tread on his H 
& Ground? How will you dare reach out ]. 
© Hands ſtained with unjuſt Murder and Blog 
cc and take the Holy Body of the Lord with th 
Or how will you take his venerable Blood i 
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ur Mouth, with which, inſtigated by Fury 
u commanded ſo much Blood to be unjuſti 
al? Go then, and attempt not by a neu 
nme to encteaſe the Guilt of that Crime yon 
wwe already committed. But take this Bu 
hich the Lord of All gives Sentence that you 
bound with : This Band has Force in it to re- 
che Diſeaſe of your Mind, and to reſtore you 
your Health“ The Emperor in his own Ex- 
had Recourſe to the Example of David, who 
guilty both of Adultery and Murder. Te 
h Ambroſe anſwered; Go then and follow bim in 
entance, whom you have follow'd in bis Sin Tlie 
eror immediately retir'd and bewail'd his Sin. 
having continu'd under this Band Eight 
ths,, when Cbriſtmaß came, he fat weeping in 
palace, and Ruffinus, one of his chief Officers 
ate, asking the Cauſe of it, he ſaid, Slaves and 
art have free admiſſion to the Temple, there $0 offer 
ir Prayers to God, but that Place and Heaven it 
ſbut againſt me. For I call to mind, that Sentence 
ed by our Lord, where it is (aid, I hatſoe ver ye 
bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, Iwill 
Wo the Biſhop, lays Ruffinus, and beſeech him to 
e you. The Emperor fearing Ambroſe would 
tis Requeſt, was ſometime before he would 
| Ruffinus leave to go to him; howeyer at laſt 
nt him, and alſo follow'd' himſelf, attended 
his Guards. Ambroſe gave Ruffnus 'a flat De- 
And then ſeeing the Emperor attended with 
uards, reproy d him alſo, and told him, That 
oming in that manner look d Tyrannical, and 
he ſeem' d as if he came to offer Violence to 
Prieſts and to the Church. I do not come, ſays 
Mut, to oppoſe the ſacred Laws, nor to break into tb 
, nor to uſe any Violence: But I beſeech you to looſo 
d wherewith you have bound me: And tbat yon 
hs imitate” the Clemency * Lord, who WO 
| 4 
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3 that tn rye Emperor my bave i 


Execution, wheth 
752 eie. he Emperor conſeg 
and immediately enacted this Law, and ſignMh: i; 
with his ewn Hand. And as ſbon as this was 
Ambroſt abſolved him, Then they went into 
Church, Where che Emperor cuſt himſelf profifſy i 
| n on the: Floor, repeating thoſe W 
vr c 5. of David, My Soul tleaweth to the [ 
nano; 0 quicken thou we actording to thy) Willi e 
Then the Time coming when they were to ea 
their Offerings at the Holy Table be aroſe, a Winc 
ing and lameming his Sin, as he had done be 
vpon the Ground: And coming into the Cha 
he went, as he had been accuſtomed to do, 
made his Offering at the Altar, and ſtaid wi gat 
the Rails. But again the Grwär Ambroſe call the 
him, and ask d him if he wanted any thing? ae 
Emperor ſaid, He waited te receive the Holy 
ſteries. Then "Ambroſe ſent his Archdiacon to him 
acquaint him, that the Place within the Rails 
only for the Prieſts, and therefore deſir d huniiih 
go out, and receive with the reſt of the Ped 
For the: Purpie, (: (fe way males Emprrors, but dre 
make ric ſts. faithful Se me ror obey d War: 
Admonition, andlanſwer d, That he did not for 
it that Place out of any PG but had ca 
accuſtomed to do ſe at Theres 
fays he, I that you for #his J 2 And whet 
return'd to Ca les wika Which was the Seat of 


Empire, and came to receive the Com muni 
Alter he had made his Offeting; according 4 
1 1 f 
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„ be went wür of che Rails again: 


| And when 
biz who was Biſhop of that Church, ask d hin, 
he did not ſtay within che Rails, as he had 
n us d to do formerly? He anfwer'd wich a Sigh, 
(aid; 1 have at la, tba with much Diſfculty, 
11 the Difference berween 4 Biſbop aud an Emperor. 1 
fund a Maſter that bus taught ms the Truth. For 
broſe ic the only. Biſbop I n 'chat is warty of 
Habs, ene egen 5 
t is obſervable, chat there wWas no ſuch thing 
in the World, when Sti Arbbrofs exercis d this 
oriry, of binding and looſing upon ttus Greac 
60d Emperor. For I my well call him 
ed Emperor, ſince except this one Inſtance of 
elty, to which he had very great Provocation, 
which he was inſtigated by the conti- 
ed Importunities of his great 'Councellors, no 
Wince ever govern'd with more Clem >and 
= teſtify'd a moſt ſincere hearty Penitence for this 
, and made the beft amends fot, it to his Sub- 
8, by publiſhing that equitabſe Law above» 
ntioned. - But it is evident, there was no Popery 
the World at that time: For if the Emperor 
| ever heard of ſuch a thing as a Biſhop of Riſbdps, 
1 as the Pepe ptetends to be, and has done ever. 
ce what we call Popery has appear d, he would 
ruediately have applied to him, to have been 
led from that Band wherewith Ambroſe had bound 
8 : And being fo near to Rowe too, would not 
re waited eight Months under the continued 
8-5 of Damnation, if he ſhould happen to die 
fore he was abſolved, without: making any Ap» 
cations there for Pardon. It is therefore certain 
he knew, that neither the Pope, nor any other 
die Biſhop had the Power to looſe that Band, which 
own Dioceſan had put upon him: And that the 
Pop of Reme' pretended not at that time to any 
h Power, of at leaſt that no fuch Power was 
gene- 
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22 ili thought to belong to him. Neither 
Hei Prince that had been uſtdi to be Pref. 
according to a Modern: Phraſe, for he had 4 
the: moſt part of his time (after he was Em 
who appears by the Story, to have been ones 
4, e, Was uo means like Ambroſe, bu 
r. + carding. to Soerarar, was of an exceef 
a fair plauſible Demeanour, and aff 
Papularity, and therefore would give no Offs 
to atry by the Exerciſe of bis Authority; 
which ——_ after. his Return from Millan 
him 2 hand m Rebuke, when he invited hin 
come within the Rails, by letting him know, 
Ambroſe alone deſerved the Name of 4 Biſbop: Whi 
was à civil wayi oftelling him that he deſerie 
not. Iii ſhort, it appears, That Tbeodoſia w 
good Chriſtian, and:as ſoon as he met a Bi 
ho had the Courage to teach him his Du 11 
and to let hic know the Authority he had to 
and looſe, to remſit or retain Sint, he ſubmitted tot 
Han, teſtified his Repentance in the manner 
Biſhop preſcrib d to him, and humbly beggel! 
lution. Another thing which clears this 
a / St. Awbroſe from any thing like Popery, is th 
When he excommunicated the Emperor, he yt 
tended not in the leaſt thereby to. diminiſh his ( 
vil Authority, he own'd hin {till to be his ou. 
reign, and that his Subjects every one of df. 
ow d him the ſame: Allegiance as before: Du. 
the eight Months he lay under this Cenſure, W 
exercis'd his Imperial Authority, and enjoyed! 
State, and was attended by his Guards as he 
been formerly. He was the ſame in all reſp 
as to his Imperial Capacity as he had be⸗ 
Whereas Popiſh Excommunications pretend to aſk 
the Civil Rights of thoſe, on whom they are ini 
cded : The Pope pretend to depbſ Princes, abſi 
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ald from theit Allegiance, and to give away 
Deminioas to whom they pleaſe. But nb- 
s of, this was by St. Kal. oſe, his Cenſure 
related to the-Emperor's Soul. If there Hall 
any thing Popiſh:in this Act, the Compilers 
ur Homilies (who were as firm Proteſtants as 
this Nation had) would not have ſpoke of it 
Approbation. And thoſe Homilies being con- 
ed by our Articles, 15 a Teſtimony, That this 
was agreeable... to: the preſent Doctrine of 
Church, asd! conſequently that our Bi- 
s have the Authority which St. Ambroſe exer- 
b and by che Law of God may execute it 
1 there is juſt Occaſion, even upon the Great: 
there being no Perſon on Earth fo great, as to 
ſempted from this Power. As all Perſons of 
Quality ſoever, are to be admitted into 
Church by the ſame Ordinance; ſo are they 
e to be caſt out of it in the ſame manner: 

God is no Beſpecter of Perſons. ! 
nd that our Church conceives her Prieſti, to 
eſted with, the ſame Authority which the: 4po- 
and their Succeſſors the Biſbops. and Prieſfs n 
primitive Church did exerciſe, in this partictt- 
art of Remitting and Retaining Sins, is evident, 
only from the allowed Practice in the Spiri- 
Courts to cenſure and abſolve, which by rea- 
of the Abuſes there too frequent, are not now 
82 regarded, but from our very Liturgy, or 
of Common-Prayer. - When a Prieſt is Or- 
ed, the Biſhop laying his Hands upon him (as 
{poſtles and Primitive Biſhops did on thoſe they 
ned, lays, ', Receive the Holy Ghoſt, for! che 
and Wor of 4 Prieſt in the Church of God, nou- 
ted unto thee by the Hnpoſition of our Hands, Whoſe 
bo doſt forgive, they are forgiven, and whoſe 
% doſt retain, they are retained. And in our 
y Service. it is expreſſed, That God hath given 
* „ Power 
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Alſelatus hd i f r Sin. And in 
Office: fon biſttiag idle Sick, r- is order'd, : 
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= 2 Mens. beartily deſi 
after this ſr. Br Jeb e why bath 
- Power to his \Chareh, vo ſinners - 2bo I 
41. believe id him, of hv why re Money forgo 
Offences. r. nd by 1 Blas bring cometeves to me, 
folve thee from 8 wed In the Namt of the i 
and of the Sus, 2 be Holy Glu. 1 SLE 
Tb you mn plain, That the Po 
Autboerity to ſor e Sims, Kill rendes in the! 
God Church That this is n Popiſb Dod 
turt che Doctrine of Cbriſt and his Apeſiles, of 
Hubers of the Primitive Church; of our firſt | 
formers whd compiled our Lirargy, and i 
 Slartyrs'for the” Prieſtans Riligion." It is the | 
Krine of the Lirürgy it ſelf, which has been c 
firmied by fever SVnods or Cnvocations of Wi ; 
Biſhops and Clergy of this Ohurch, and by{: 
cab Parliaments of 115 Realnli To ay cherel 
that God's Pri have not this Power, is to 
Thar Chi und his Apſtolos, the Fathers and Hon 
tyrs of the Primitive Chutth and our on, 
'Gonvocations” and our Parliaments were all 
* taken Theres Which hope you will nor raſhly 
fore, winshe w, 5 7 8 n 
3 off no bib 14 Freely bo * 
II. This , "How uſcfal” uh expedient 12 
That there ould' be ſuch la Power in the Char 
and the groat"Benefit it may be to the Pens 
"if rightly uſed and applied. No vet 
Pha. 1. 3. know that we are all conceived an of 
Erd. 1. 20 i ſin; That we are hy Nature the C 


my *A % — 


- aggro» Sis 'Conſoitued trowbled with 
ee 8 


Id, 
0 
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2 Lo Remiſhon of Sins. 3 33 L 
reef we ſhould {ay we gd 
Sin, 1s do but deceive aur ſelves, 1 Jch. i. 8. 
| Truth is not im ut. We know alſo Rom. vi. 23. 
th Wages of Sin is Death: So that a e 
bt all' baue And that the wee, xiii, 
ce of this Death in Sin, is 2 


ſequen 
Mmmation of Hell. We may be ſav — 
1 alſo from the Scriptules, that there is no 
ſor us to eſcape this Damnation, but by the 
viveneſs'of our Sins. For till our Sins are par- 
d God will not be reconciled to 
But being made free from Sin, and be- Rom. vi. 22. 
Servants to God, ye have your Fruit 8 
Holineſs, and the end everlaſting Life. The Word 
od then plainly teaches us, that till we are 
d from our Sins, there is no hope for us, either 
we ſhall eſcape eternal Death, or be made Par- 
of everlaſting Life. But Iwill not uſe ma- 
Vords to prove, what none that pretend to be- 

e the Seriptures can deny, which is, that there 
be Remiſſion of Sins, or elſe there is no Hopes of Hap- 
i in Heaven, or of avoiding the Damnation of Hell. 
Chrif who came to conquer and deſtroy Death 
the Devil, and to deliver us out of their Power 
Dominion, and to purchaſe Sal- 11 

on for us, has done this, by ſa- Matt. i. 21. 
F us from our ſins : For that we are | 

was the End for which he came into the 
ld. This is a Benefit, which every one muſt 
owledge to be very great and extraordinary : 
enefit without which, no other Bleſſing could 
been obtained for us. 

ut what fignifies a General Pardon, unleſs 
ans are vouchſafed for the Application of it 
rery particular Man ? Or what is the Advan- 
of the bare Promiſe of a Pardon, without any 
| E =: Means 


l 


| 1. by which that Pardon may be ſealed; 


ibe are retained, By which Means Men maj 
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„ frlatiſſed We arecxhortedfto ro 

Ack. ili. 19. Is convereet; that our fut way yr 

oda ButoyrRepentanea and Con 
ſion cannot blot out our Sins. They are indeed 
Conditions of the Covenant to be performs 
our Part, to qualify us to receive the Fargiy 
of our Sins, and therefore they are neceſſary ſo 
and we muſt be — Offences, and 
from our evil Ways, or elſe we ſhall not be. 
given: But the Pardon and Forgiveneſs it { 
no Act of ours, but of God only, and for 
Reaſon how well foever: we may be qualife 
receive a Pardon, we cannot aſſure our {elves 
we actually are pardon'd, till we can ſome way 
other be aſſured, that GOD has particularly] 

„„ 
But now which way can we be aſſured of i 
unleſs God would vouchſafe to call to every pi 
cutar Man by a Voice from Heaven, and {ay 
him, Son, thy ſint be forgiven thee; which would 
below the Dignity of his incomprehenſible M 
fly and Greatneſs ? Or elſe that he ſhould app 
certain Perſons as his Stewards or Depuries, to 
clare and pronounce this Remiſſion of Sins it 
Name, to every Perſon being penitent? And! 
T have ſhewed you, Chrif actually did do in Hen 
Words of the Text, faying, Whoſe ſoewer [ins } 
mit, they are remitted: Aud whoſe ſoever ſins je f 


encouraged to repent and be converted, not on) 
Hopes, or with a Proſpect of having their Sim 
given in another Life, but may alſo have d 
Pardon ſo confirmed and ratified. even in me: 
Life, that they ſhall not have the leaſt Caul 
doubt, but that it is alſo at the ſame time confi 77 


and ratifed in Heaven. For ſo is our Sari 
vs | Prot an 


en Remiffon of Sins. . 35 
i; WWhatſoever ye ſhallbindon Earth, ben 


he band in Heaven : And whatſoever 1. 
ick an Earth fb I be looſed in Nas. 
You ſee here the Pardon begitis on Fitch, 
what is done here below by the Servant, the 
fer himſelf ratifies and cofifirins Above. 


e to en 
uſeth no other Word to denote the Powe: 


boſe fins ye 
e remit ! 
ard to 


bes not ſay, 
fi 


lan has God's Pardon and Forgivggets; thus 
FE 2 _— 
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to whom ChriF himſelf committed the Powert 


his Blood which was ſhed for the Remiſſion of 


| | n es 
particularly applied and ſeal'd to himſelf, in 
Method which God has 3 in his! 
Word, he has then the moſt comfortable Aſſur 
founded on the Infallibility of God's faithful pr 
ſes, that he ſhall be ſav d: Becauſe we knoy, 


7 
U 


and therefore if our Sins are pardon'd, our Sil 
on is ſecure. The Man then who has receiviiſc; 
wiſſion of his Sins, by the Miniſtration of the Me- 


mit Sins, can, if he is at any time tempted to d 
of his Salvation, comfort himfelf with a te 
Aſſurance, that God never fails to ratify his Who, 
Ordinances,and ſuch Miniſtrations as are perfon I 
by Vertue of a Commiſſion given by him. pri 
cauſe, by maintaining the Honour and Author 
His Servant, who acts no otherwiſe than he ha Has 


48901 


my Covenant at the Lord's Table, and there 
ceiv'd the Body of Cbrit which was broken, 


Sins. Thus have Chrift*s Merits and God's Mee N. 
been particularly apply d to me, by his Subſtiei 
PI 


t 


n epr 77 whom Cbriſt himſelf has ſent with 
r an 3 to temit Sins, even as he was 
i the Father fot that Purpoſe: "So that ha- 
Pa thus recei d the Remiſſion of my Sins in par- 
„, by God's Pre, to.whom ble Ox 
ir the Mmniſtry of Reconcililrion, 1 2 Cor. v. 18. 
no more Reaſon to dqubt of 5 


VE 


* 


' | 2 f — rennen i 
jons being ſealed in Heaven, An if an As; 


eccended from thence to tell he 
e es: K. rod. 
ter of the of Hoſts? 1 nd ſo SY 

ll criprure tells us is che Fig. Au Ange! can 
ore forgive fins than 2 Man. He can but tell 
0 


hat G 
d dow let me entreat you to lay this Matter 
ſly to Heart. Conſider with your ſelves, 
barely to abſtain from the Pollutions and Cor- 
ons of the World, and to pray to God never ſo 
y, ſaying, Lord bave Marcy upon me 4 Sinner, 
t ſufficient, according to the Promiſes of God, 
ardon your Sins: It may qualify you to re- 
e Pardon, but it does not actually pardon 
, tho' you join to it never ſo full a Truſt and 
idence in the Merits of 247 Cbriſt: But 
e Merits, and this Pardon muſt be applied to 
in the way that he has preſcribed in his Holy 
ſpel, by the Miniſtry of thoſe to whom he has 
n Power on Earth to remit Sins, by Abſolution, 
the Miniſtration of the Holy Sacraments. We 
ot ſay that God will not forgive Sins any other 
but this: He may forgive and pardon, even 

e pleaſes himſelf. But this is the way that he 
preſcribed in his Goſpel, and therefore how- 
er he may remit the Sins of ſuch, (if there be 
ſuch) as have not opportunity to make uſe of 
e Means of Grace, we have no reaſon to think 

Ul be merciful to thoſe, who ſlight and deſpiſe- 


od does by his Miniſtration, and ſo may 


on Remiſſion ef Fins. 27 


WN 


them: ] Or, chas . wil 12 the Sins Ay 
accor 


who. will not a 
570 e Methods e he has or 200 and appoy 
erefore ſinge he has appointed an Order off 
to forgive. your "Sins 4 in bs Names, AF his De 
ties or Stewards, do not 255 lis 659 12 
hae thankfully: accept God's ardon in his « 
hm 1 and by Fate Means. which has pre 
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Do not fo Fiebjn voi one Ne 11 can never 
ler eve that a Man.who 9505 er n 
Naa lf forgive my 8. it is af 


th at _ it 2's x he. Man tb as 
hos You, but God himſelf does it by t 


tr is Prieſt wha is the Amb 
# for Laß, ang ape ointed, in ie 


. 8 reconci . 1135 G0 1 If i 
ommiſſi on 15 86) 

there Foe naught And what hat he does, by Veo 
7 Commi Dn, ſhall fant od and firm wht 
„erer becomes of himſelf Fn 
* Cor. ir. 1 5 Paul fays, if he 75 thing willig be 1 


47. e bas a Reward, 17 if faint his 
f4 


et the Di {ation is — bim. And! 
We | all ſept to be chankfal that it 1s 


For if che E was to have any Dep: 
| 00 on 05 Piety and Vertue of the Man, 
_ never be 0 di n this Nas : But ** 
uthority depends on the Commiſſion only 
may be caflly atisfied in this Commit reſt all 
that the Man may be an Inſtrument to f 
others, though he himſelf ſhould-be a Caſt. au 
Let us be thankful to Go p, who gs left a Po 
on Earth to forgive Sins, w 15 by every 
upon the Earth, may more fs find the Me 
to obtain Pardon and Forgivene s, And let! 
t You to make a right Uſe of theſe Me 


n, 2 
e e by deloging? yo our — 


m, that the Ori Sint The they have 
Gon arid Birth 1 and Which 


firft Parents, may be 

115 as Mares of Regeneration”: 
| Sas = ow humbly and devoiltly to receive - 
hal Abſoldtidm after the Confeffion' — — 
-f And i upon Examination of your 
„you find your ſelves ah eg particular 
elch may guy Repentan e 
* then to 8 Prieff In-y N 4 
14 e e euere 

tion not 48 ten As you 
or to partake n riß which 
oben, andl of his Blood which was ſhed for 
Nn of Sine: And when y Aa Hope 
thus; you need not doubt but your Sins whi 
ſo remitted or Earth, nocorting: e God's Ordi- 
ee gr remitted in Hewvin. | Which Gov 
ſrc, e % hat all aur e Ng thro” 
Lord, te 1 
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FINIS. 


An Advertifenione relating to Two Paſſun 


94171 0 this SER e Te 1 
Oe ta we Edivion of the Sie re 
two Paſſages which I conceive to. need ſome Ex 


0 and which therefore take this unit 10 
2 —_ £406 nt . i 
The firſs is p. 23: l 1. 1 hoe fd, That 10 1 
vain for any one ſo bound (ig. whoſe Sint wen 
upon bim) to erpeg a pan Chriſt in He 


till he had receix ga 985 from the Ae 
had bound hit i 1h pſely made uſe of i the} 
Apoſtle in thi Pts e et a Perſon of the 

Order in the Chet (which þ ow call the Ordn 
hops; and if fh „I conceive no other 


'Perfon, can hoſe: "But T7 never er (as e f 
have miſunderſtood me) that the, Biſho 
avhom, the Prieſt ſhould bind, and . uſed u 
Mord Prieſt on this Occaſion, bus Apoſtle or Biſhop 
#ho' no ſingle Biſhop could releaſe whos another Biſhop 
bound, (except his Succeſſor i in caſe of bis Death or Tr 
tion) Jet the thi College or Synod of Biſhop * doi. 
we find Act. xv. an Appeal was made by the Chu 
Antioch, um Paul and Barnabas to — Apoſtoli 
Lege at Jeruſalem, in a Point of Doctrine, t 1 
more might ſuch Appeals be made in Point Diſcipline. 
— the Primitive Church ever allow'd of ſuch 

als 

T he other Paſſage is inthe laſt Page of the Sermon, 
Iſay, If upon Examination of your Conſciences 
find your ſelves guilty of particular Sins, &. 
which Words I underſtand ſome Perſons think I'woulat 
duce Auricular Confeſſion, which Jam ſure ws 
very far from my Thoughts : For I meant no more ) 
ticular Sins, which might need a particular Ref 
tance, than ſuch Sins as ought to burthen a Man! 
ſcience to that Degree, that he. cannot quiet it with 
ther Comfort or Counſel, as it is expreſſed in the Ex 
tion to the Holy Communion, to which I there refer 
Reader. And I ſhould have printed that Paſſage in 
very Words of that Exhortation, had I not been obligh 
T ſaid in my Preface) 50 print it as I preach dit, 


